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HOUSE BI LL 2807

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schual -Berke, Hunt, Lantz, Cody, Hudgins, O nsby,
M | osci a, Appleton, G een, Wod, Hankins, and Kagi

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 08. Referred to Commttee on State Governnent
& Tribal Affairs.

AN ACT Relating to voters' panphlets; anmending RCW 29A. 32. 036,
29A. 32. 210, 29A 32.241, and 29A 32.250; and adding new sections to
chapter 29A. 32 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A.32.036 and 2004 c 271 s 122 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

|f the secretary of state prints and distributes a voters' panphl et
for a primary in an even-nunbered year, it nmust contain:

(1) A description of the office of precinct commttee officer and
its duties;

(2) An explanation that, for partisan offices, only voters who
choose to affiliate with a major political party may vote in that
party's primary election, and that voters nust limt their
participation in a partisan primary to one political party; ((ard))

(3) An explanation that mnor political party candidates and
i ndependent candi dates wi Il appear only on the general election ballot;

and

(4) Candi dat es' st at enent s, i f subm tted, advocati ng t he
candi daci es of nonminees for justice of the supreme court, and judge of
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the court of appeals. Submtted statenents nust be factual and
neutral. Candidates nmay also submt a canpaign mailing address and
t el ephone nunber and a photograph not nore than five years old and of
a size and quality that the secretary of state determnes to be
suitable for reproduction in the voters' panphlet.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 29A 32 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The secretary of state nust nake available on its web site an
el ectronic primary voters' panphlet that contains information on all
judicial elections being conducted in the primary el ection. Judicial
candi dates nust be allowed to submt statenents advocating their
candi daci es. Candi dates may al so submt a canpaign nailing address
t el ephone nunber, web site, electronic nail address, and a digita
phot ograph of a size and quality that the secretary of state determ nes
to be suitable for reproduction in the electronic primry voters'

panphl et .

Sec. 3. RCW 29A.32.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 813 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

At | east ninety days before any primary or general election, or at
least forty days before any special election held wunder RCW
((29A—04-320)) 29A.04.321 or 29A.04.330, the legislative authority of
any county or first-class or <code city my adopt an ordinance
authorizing the publication and distribution of a local voters
panphl et . The panphlet shall provide information on all neasures
within that jurisdiction, information on all judicial candidates within
that jurisdiction, and may, if specified in the ordinance, include
information on nonjudicial candidates within that jurisdiction. | f
both a county and a first-class or code city within that county
authorize a local voters' panphlet for the sane el ection, the panphlet
shall be produced jointly by the county and the first-class or code
city. | f no agreenent can be reached between the county and first-
class or code city, the county and first-class or code city may each
produce a panphlet. Any ordi nance adopted authorizing a | ocal voters
panphl et may be for a specific primary, special election, or genera
el ection or for any future primaries or elections. The format of any
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| ocal voters' panphlet shall, whenever applicable, conply with the
provisions of this chapter regarding the publication of the state
candi dates' and voters' panphlets.

Sec. 4. RCW 29A.32.241 and 2004 c 271 s 123 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The | ocal voters' panphlet shall include but not be limted to the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Appearing on the cover, the words "official |ocal voters'
panphl et,” the nane of the jurisdiction producing the panphlet, and the
date of the election or primary;

(2) Alist of jurisdictions that have nmeasures or candidates in the
panphl et ;

(3) Statenents from judicial candidates within that jurisdiction
and may include their photographs;

(4) Information on how a person may register to vote and obtain an
absent ee ball ot;

((4))) (5) The text of each neasure acconpani ed by an expl anatory
statenent prepared by the prosecuting attorney for any county neasure
or by the attorney for the jurisdiction submtting the neasure if other
than a county nmeasure. All explanatory statenents for city, town, or
district nmeasures not approved by the attorney for the jurisdiction
submtting the neasure shall be reviewed and approved by the county
prosecuting attorney or city attorney, when applicable, before
inclusion in the panphlet;

((65))) (B) The argunents for and agai nst each neasure submtted by
comm ttees sel ected pursuant to RCW 29A. 32.280; and

((66))) (7) For partisan primary elections, information on how to
vote the applicable ballot format and an explanation that m nor
political party candi dates and i ndependent candi dates will appear only
on the general election ballot.

Sec. 5. RCW 29A. 32.250 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 817 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

If the legislative authority of a county or first-class or code
city provides for the inclusion of candidates in the l|ocal voters'
panphl et, the panphlet shall include the statenents from candi dates,
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including judicial candidates, and may al so i nclude those candi dates'
phot ogr aphs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 29A 32 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Each county auditor nust make avail able on the county's web site an
el ectronic primary voters' panphlet that contains information on all
judicial elections within its jurisdiction being conducted in the
primary el ection. Judicial candidates nust be allowed to submt
statenments advocating their candi dacies. Candidates may al so submt a
canpai gn mai |l i ng address, tel ephone nunber, web site, electronic nail
address, and a digital photograph of a size and quality that the county
auditor determnes to be suitable for reproduction in the electronic
primary voters' panphlet.

~-- END ---
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